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Board of Police Commissioners
SPECIAL
 Thursday, May 6, 2021 Meeting Minutes
                7:00 PM ZOOM Webinar Meeting
                    UNAPPROVED                   
                                            
Board of Police Commissioners Present: Police Board Chairman Beth Gralnick, Police Board Vice Chairman Jess DiPasquale, Police Board Commissioners Susan Moch, Dawn Egan, Woody Bliss, Peter Ottomano and David Muller

Others Present: Chief Henion, Captain Brodacki , Dr. Bernard Wilson (Reverend), Weston Residents and Non Residents

Police Board Chairman Gralnick called the Zoom Webinar meeting to order at 7:00 PM

This meeting is being recorded.

Beth Gralnick introduced herself as Chairman of the Police Commission and apologized for the May 4, 2021 Zoom meeting being abruptly cancelled.  We never had any board meeting with more than forty or fifty people. The Zoom meeting had a capacity of one hundred people.  The police commission is a seven member board and we needed at least four commissioners be present in order to have a quorum to hold a meeting.   There was a large number of people who wanted to join and some of our commissioners could not get in the meeting.  We learned our lesson and tonight’s capacity is one thousand people.

Chairman Gralnick stated she would like someone to make a motion to move number five the public comments to number one. Commissioner Muller moved and Commissioner Moch seconded all in favor.

Public Comments – Walter Simpson stated - I am here tonight about the Weston police department.  I am not against the Weston police department.  I am not against the Weston police officers or the police commissioners.  What I am against is the racially bias calls to 911.  I am against the police response to those calls and the response to my oral complaint made the day after the incident.   I am here to make three recommendations for the police department.  On November 21, 2019 a Weston resident woman who is white saw me picking up my mail and waiting at the school bus stop to pick up my child.  It was the very next day that I went to see the Chief of police and gave a verbal complaint.   The Chief was very nice and accommodating and helpful he even got me the 911 tape of the dispatch call.  Eight months go by, I got on a zoom call with the Chairman of the police commission and the Captain.  I found out that my complaint was not official and I needed to fill out a form.  I then submitted in the form.  Six more months passed by with few updates and I had to initiate the inquiries about my complaint. 

I would like to make three recommendations to the police department.  

Get an ongoing engagement program, ongoing workshops to roll play this out.  

1. A false alarm ordinance to racially bias 911 calls similar to that of Westport beyond fire alarms. 2.  Police engagement workshops a program where the police are taught how to deescalate situations and the community learns what the policemen face every time they respond to a call.  3.  Appoint a civilian review panel independent of the Weston police and the police commission.  Residents must have accountability of the Weston police department and oversee all complaints made about the Weston police department. Chairman Gralnick apologized to Walter Simpson and on behalf of the police commissioners the stress that this has caused his family.

Commissioner Muller thanked Walter Simpson for sharing his concerns and recommendations and supported his comments except for an independent panel feeling that oversight should remain with the police commission.   Commissioners Moch and Ottomano agreed with Commissioner Muller. 

The following residents and non-residents spoke:  (for more details, please refer to the video recording found here:

https://vimeo.com/547481871
1. Tom Barcello
2. Martin Mohabeer
3. Ashokar
4. Nathan Bird
5. David Farabee
6. Steve Ezzes
7. Bernard Wilson (Reverend)
8. Vanessa Richards
9. Natalie Ponte
10. Marleine Hofmann
11. Karem Friedman
12. Jaya Kolipaka
13. Gillann Blunschi
14. Stanley Okoro
15. Laurence Shore
16. Sean Martin
17. Phil Schaeffer
18. Emre Yazar
19. Jennifer Siegel
20. Iphone Caller (refused to identify herself)
21. Toyin
22. Shara Kolodney
23. Patrick Smith
24. Howard Potter
25. Kate Greene
26. Vicky
27. Amy Rapawy
28. Kimberely Seitter
29. Melissa Conner
30. Susan Baron 
31. Mara Gottlieb
32. Samantha Holmes
33. Wyatt Hallgren
34. Derry Blatt
35. Daniel Gershburg
36. Denise Massingale Lamb
37. Kristana Esslinger
38. Amy MacRae
39. Barbara Gross
40. Ami Carp
41. Brenda Penn – Williams (President NAACP in Norwalk)
42. Sudha Sankar
43. Sarah Schlechter
44. Derek Hutchison
45. Jill Nadel
46. Carol Baldwin
47. Brienne Henkel
48. Rose Velez – Smith
49. Margaret Wirtenberg
50. Denny Brooks
51. Latoya Brown
52. Kim Gaebel
53. Kevin Profit
54. Steve Bogen
55. Angelique Anderson
56. Jasper Richardson





Meeting adjourned at 10:23 PM




Respectfully submitted,
Mary Gunshor
Board of Police Commissioners recording Secretary
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