












Environmental Land Solutions, LLC
Landscape Architecture & Environmental Planning
8 Knight Street, Suite 203, Norwalk, CT  06851

Tel: (203) 855-7879    Fax: (203) 855-7836

November 13, 2024

Inland Wetlands Commission 

Town Hall Annex

238 Danbury Road

Wilton, CT 06897

Re: Proposed Pond Dredging - Aspetuck Valley Country Club

67 Old Redding Road, Weston, CT

Dear Commission Members:

Environmental Land Solutions, LLC (ELS) has been retained by the Aspetuck Valley Country

Club (AVCC) to provide an environmental assessment for the proposed site work.  This report

summarizes the existing conditions of the natural resources in the vicinity of the proposed

work and the effects of the pond work will have on these resources.  A site visit was

performed by ELS staff on November 6, 2024.    

EXISTING CONDITIONS:

The existing 165+ acre site property is located on the east and west side of Old Redding Road

and extends to Wells Hill Road to the northeast.  The site crosses the Easton-Weston town

border and includes a stretch of the Aspetuck River.  The site has been established as a country

club since 1965.  The current facilities include an 18-hole golf course, club house, swimming

pool, and tennis and paddle tennis courts.  The golf course occupies most of the property area,

with the club house and built improvements located on the eastern side of Old Redding Road. 

The maintenance facilities are in the southeastern area of the site, with an access drive at the

south end of the property from Old Redding Road.  The proposed work area is located north of

the maintenance facility where several irrigation ponds are located within the golf course.  The

ponds are connected through underground culverts and pump lines and flow toward the

Aspetuck River to the east. 

Regulated Wetland and Watercourses

The subject pond is located in the lower topographic area of the golf course and is identified as

Pond #1.  This pond is “U” shaped, opening to the west around Green #1.  During high-water

the pond covers an area of approximately 33,890± square feet, equivalent to 0.78 acres.  A

stone retaining wall forms the western edge surrounding Green #1.  An unnamed watercourse
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flows into the northwest corner of the Pond, additional water sources for the pond are expected

to be groundwater discharged.  The spillway in the southeast corner outlets to a short segment

of stream channel that flows to Pond #6, located 130'± east of Pond #1. 

The upland review area extends to 100' from open water areas.  Wetland soil is assumed to be

near the water’s edge of Pond #1.  A floodplain associated with the Aspetuck River extends

into the golf course and varies from elevation 226' to 228'.  The existing pond depth varies

from 1 to 5'.  The water level in the ponds is over the golf course is maintained throughout the

year.   DEEP Surface Water Quality for all ponds is “A”.  All ponds have a “rough” edge

buffer, Pond #1 has a herbaceous “no-mow” edge that varies between 4-20' in width to the

open water.   

Wetland and Watercourse Functions

The functional evaluation of the wetlands is based on professional experience and the suggested

criteria cited in the publication entitled “The Highway Methodology Workbook Supplement,
Wetland Functions and Values, A Descriptive Approach,” prepared by the US Army Corps of

Engineers, NEDEP-360-1-30a, September 1999.  

Using this publication, the primary functions provided by the ponds are groundwater recharge

and stormwater storage.   

Groundwater Recharge/Discharge:  This function considers the potential for a wetland to

serves as groundwater recharge and/or discharge area.  Recharge should relate to the potential

for the wetland to contribute water to an aquifer.  Discharge should relate to the potential for

the wetland to serve as an area where groundwater can be discharged.  Based on the location of

the site in the upper section of the watershed, within a gently topographic plain, the site’s

wetland and watercourse systems lend themselves to being a source of groundwater recharge /

discharge.

Floodflow Alteration (Storage & Desynchronization) - Due to the size and position of the

pond in the flood plain this area adds in the capacity of collecting and temporarily detaining

stormwater runoff from the surrounding watersheds.  Though the vicinity of the pond lacks

significant woody vegetation the wider gentle topography contributes to flood storage.

PROPOSED CONDITIONS

The existing pond has naturally become shallower and AVCC needs to restore the pond’s water

holding capacity for the irrigation system.  Restoring the pond’s depth will increase the holding

capacity for the golf course irrigation system. 

The proposal to increase the water volume in the existing pond will be accomplished by

removing accumulated sediment specifically at the inlet ends of the pond.  The shape and the

original pond depth will remain unchanged.  Dredging will occur primarily in the shallow end

areas of the pond to deepen it by 3'±.  Dredging will restore the holding capacity of this pond. 
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The interior slopes of the pond will not exceed 1:2 (V:H) and create a maximum depth of 5-

613'±.  The pond edge will be protected by large timbers during machine access in and out of

the pond.  Any disturbed access areas will be seeded with a fine fescue seed mix, to maintain

the existing “rough” buffer condition.  

The pond will be dewatered during the dredging work.  Two bypass pump lines will be used to

divert the two inlets clean water around the work area.  In the pond pumps will be used to

remove groundwater from the work area.  Dewatering discharges will be directed into dirtbags

located to the east of the pond on a small hill area within and existing golf course rough that

will retain the sediment and allow clean water to flow downstream.  All material will remain

on the site.  Sedimentation and erosion control will be in place during all phases of site work.   

  

 The process of pond restoration includes the following activities.

1. Setting up erosion controls for excavation, spoil area, and bypass pumps.

2. Dewater the pond. 

3. Site access with machines and begin excavation.  Move dredge material directly

to trucks that will bring excavated material to the onsite spoil area.

4. The spoil area will be surrounded with a double row of silt fence during

deposition period and until the area is stabilized with vegetation.

5. Seed and plant in accordance with the plans to stabilize disturbed areas. 

IMPACTS / MITIGATION MEASURES:

Due to the nature of these manmade ponds, wetland soil is absent along the stone-lined edge of

the pond, but likely found along a narrow band along the remaining edges.  No wetland soil

outside of the waterbodies will be disturbed.  During the pond dredging operation, proper

dewatering and sedimentation and erosion controls will be used throughout the dredging

period.  A “clean” water bypass will prevent incoming flows from entering the work area. 

The work area will be dewatered to a dirt bag that will filter sediment laden water and prevent

dirty water from leaving the site.  A line of silt fence will be placed at the pond outlet as a

precaution and backup measure to further prevent sediment laden water from leaving the

ponds.  Together these measures will reduce short term risks of sediment laden water entering

downstream ponds.  There are no detrimental long term wetland impacts anticipated from the

ponds dredging.

The pond dredging if carried out according to the plans and construction sequence will have a

positive effect on the pond.  The sediment removal is anticipated to deepen the water column

depth.  This will help maintain cooler temperatures and may result in a decrease in alga bloom

and increase groundwater recharge by removing the fine silt at the pond’s bottom.  It is not
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anticipated that the pond dredging will increase flood capacity in the flood plain, nor provide

the values and functions that are currently presence.

SUMMARY

This goal of this application is to restore the pond storage capacity for irrigation purposes. 

The plan provides mitigation measures for short and long-term wetland protection that will

create a net benefit to the site resources.  The pond dredging will enhance the site’s aesthetics,

provide a larger sediment trap for the watershed that will aid in reducing sediment loads in the

Aspetuck River, while retaining the hold capacity of the pond.

Sincerely,

Kate Throckmorton, ASLA

Landscape Architect

Old Redding Road 67-Weston ea.wpd
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